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trious and as a result enhanced his fame. It happened that the
triennial examinations fell within that year and an imperial edict
was issued summoning qualified candidates for the test. Yuanho
entered the section for "straight advice and extreme remonstra-
tion." He came out the first on the roster of successful candidates,
and was appointed military counselor to the governor of Chengtu.
He numbered among his friends the highest officials at court, from
the three chief ministers down.
When Yuanho was about to set out for his post, Yahsien said
to him: "By helping you to restore yourself to your proper place
in life, I have redeemed the wrong I have done you. I want now
to spend the remaining years of my life taking care of my foster
mother. For yourself, you must marry the daughter of a noble
family, who will be worthy to prepare the sacrificial dishes. You
must not burden yourself with an unworthy person like myself.
Take good care of yourself! I must now leave you!"
"I shall kill myself if you leave me now," Yuanho said, but in
spite of his threat she would not change her resolve. He continued
to implore her to go with him, and to placate him, she said, "I
shall cross the river and go with you as far as Chienmen. There
you must let me go."
Yuanho agreed and in a little over a month they had reached
Chienmen. There before he started out again, the report of promo-
tions arrived and he found that his father had been, after an audi-
ence at the capital, appointed governor of Chengtu and concurrently
intendant of Chiennan Circuit. The next morning his father ar-
rived and Yuanho sent in his card and waited upon him at the
posting station. His father did not recognize him at first but when
he saw on his card the names of his father and grandfather, he was
astonished* He bade his son mount the steps and putting his hand
on his son's back he wept as he said, "From now on we are
father and son as before." Then he asked his son how it had all
happened anfi when he heard everything he was greatly impressed
and asked where Yahsien was, "She has accompanied me here,"
his son answered, "but she is going back." At this the father said
ttat they must not let her go.